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Dear Lord Smith          
          
In the referendum for Scottish Independence 45% of the Scottish populations voted ‘YES’ for 
Independence, which obviously means full autonomy.  According to the Lord Ashcroft poll a further 
25% of NO Voters voted for the ‘Vow’ made by the leaders of by 3 main Westminster Parties, including 
David Cameron, The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, which promised Devo-Max. This was not 
defined at the time, however it is widely understood to mean all decision making powers coming to the 
Scottish government with defence and foreign affairs being devolved back to the UK parliament in 
Westminster.  
 
I ask that you keep in mind at all times that you have to produce a settlement which will satisfy the 
45% of Scot’s who voted YES.  That does not mean full independence, but it does mean a radical and 
comprehensive restructuring of the United Kingdom.  This is your challenge and I believe that you 
personally have the opportunity to be viewed by history as one of the greatest Scots ever, if you 
succeed.    You should ask of all powers “Can it be done in Scotland?”  If the answer is “Yes”, 
(regardless of complexity) then that power should be given fully to the Scottish Parliament.   
 
My request to you is a departure from the proposals which are reported to have been put in front of 
you by the Labour, Liberal Democrat and Tory parties.  I would ask you to remember that “a power 
devolved is a power retained”.  So the first item you must recommend is that the Scottish Government 
in Holyrood is enshrined in statute.  It must no longer be possible for either the Westminster 
Government or the House of Lords to remove or amend any laws, powers or acts which are in force in 
Scotland – without the full agreement of the Scottish Government.  The Scottish people should have a 
constitution which legally protects the existence of the Scottish Parliament their powers and the rights 
of our citizens.   That is the first recommendation which I ask you to make.   
 
I would like to submit my view on which powers should come to the Scottish Government, in the light 
of the Vows and promises which have been made on further devolution.  
 
Below is a list of powers that could reasonably be devolved without adversely affecting the rest of the 
UK. I have put a tick against those which I think are cost effective to be devolved and allow the people 
of Scotland to have control over their particular social and economic needs and allow our Scottish 
Parliament to operate fully in the interests of the residents of Scotland. 
 
 
Power to be 
devolved 

Detail  x 

Broadcasting Scotland is not served well by the current arrangements.  Responsibility 
for regulating and controlling news and current affairs television 
broadcasting to cover Scottish issues, politics and events is required.  
 
This could be achieved by the creation of a Scottish National News 
Channel and making it a requirement that the BBC must carry this 
programming.   Funding for this channel could be achieved by retaining 
the licence fee paid by Scottish people for the Scottish News Channel. 
The model for this could be either RT News or the early days of CNN.   
While this takes away funding from the BBC, it absolves them of the 
requirement to produce Scottish News and current affairs programming.  
This ought to be cost neutral.    

 
 

X 

Representation in We need Scottish representation at the table on all committees and X 
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EU committees commissions in the European Union. Many EU landlocked countries have 
higher representation on Fisheries Commission than Scotland who has a 
large fishing industry. Scotland should also be guaranteed consultation 
between Scottish Government & UK Government on future EU 
negotiations so that we have an equal say on developments. 

 
Welfare, Benefits & 
Pensions 

The needs of the population in Scotland differ from those in the rUK.  
Accordingly full and complete power over Welfare, Benefits and Pensions 
must be given to the Scottish Government.  
 
While IT systems such as the Universal Credit systems are being rolled 
out, separating the Scottish element of them will not be simple, nor 
would creating differing rates and figures for Scotland within such 
systems.  Yet this is what is required.   

 

X 

The Scottish 
Parliament should 
be responsible for 
all domestic 
expenditure. 

The Scottish Government should be in control of all Scottish institutions 
and spend according to their particular needs in any particular time. The 
Scots government is best placed to know where money should be 
allocated and how budgets should be set for their already devolved 
health service and education sectors to name but two. 

 

X 

Full control over 
the    regulation, 
collection and 
spending of taxes. 

The Scottish government must be in control of setting, collecting and 
spending the revenues from the following taxes: Income Tax, National 
Insurance Corporation Tax, Capital Gains Tax, Air Passenger Duty, Betting 
& Gaming, Fuel, Alcohol, & Tobacco Duties , Excise Duties, Vehicle Excise 
Duty Climate Change Levy and Scottish Oil & Gas tax revenues.  
 
Personal taxation helps The Scottish Government address poverty via 
progressive tax system. Full control of tax raising and spending allows The 
Scottish Government to tailor economic policy to suit unique make up of 
Scots economy, provide incentives to grow and reduce burden on 
struggling businesses. 

 

X 

Borrowing powers A Scottish Government framework for public finances including the 
necessary borrowing powers. This will allow the Scottish Government to 
manage any temporary deficit year on year so that there is minimal 
impact on public spending 

 

X 

The ability to 
devolve power 
further to local 
councils 

The Scottish Government should be able to decide which powers are 
devolved down to local council level to encourage control over diverse 
types of areas  to be held at local level and get more communities 
involved governance. Scotland is a diverse landscape with local councils 
each facing different challenges which require local differentiation 

 

X 

Control over 
immigration and 
visas for residency 
in Scotland 

The Scottish government should be able to issue visas to immigrants who 
can assist in growing Scotland's economy. They should have control over 
who works and pays tax in Scotland. This could, for example, include 
allowing foreign students who have graduated from Scottish Universities 
to stay in Scotland in order to work and grow the economy or allow 
targeted immigration to address any skills shortages.  

 

X 

Research Devolved research councils would allow the allocation of research funds 
to be distributed fairly amongst Scottish universities and institutions and 
take into account the specific research needs of the country (e.g: oil and 
gas, renewable energy). 

X 



 

 

Page 3 of 3 

 
Ability to 
determine the 
status of our 
essential services 
and suppliers 

The status and regulation of postal services, Electricity, Oil and Gas, Coal, 
Nuclear energy, Renewable/green energy, Road transport, Rail transport, 
Marine transport, and Air transport should be the responsibility of the 
Scottish Government, which can manage those institutions in accordance 
with the needs of the Scottish economy and people 

 

X 

Control and 
regulation of the 
Crown Estates 

The Crown Estate has a fundamental misunderstanding of the needs and 
interests of local communities and indigenous industries on the Scottish 
coast. At worst, it behaves as absentee landlord or tax collector which 
does not re-invest to any significant extent in the sectors and 
communities from which it derives income. 

 

X 

Elections and 
franchise 

Administration of all elections and determination of franchise terms and 
electoral systems. Our recent referendum allowed 16/17 year olds to 
vote and this was very successful and allowed a key section of society to 
become politically engaged and have a say in their future. The UK does 
not look likely to follow this lead, but we would like to continue this 
enfranchisement of this age group. 

 

X 

 
 
I believe all the powers outlined above should be included in an enhanced devolution settlement for 
the Scottish Government. Together they will allow Scotland's economy to grow, the people of Scotland 
to be best served by government whilst remaining part of the United Kingdom as the majority of Scots 
currently desire. It will also give “growing room” for the Scottish Parliament, Scottish institutions and 
the Scottish people -- which means our collective energy can be devoted to tackling long-standing 
inequalities instead of the constitutional shortcomings of the United Kingdom. 
A generous settlement allows Scotland to get on with other business and requires the rest of the UK to 
address the Union’s structural imbalances as well. A weak settlement ensures we will all be back here 
soon.   I believe that these powers will allow Scots to govern themselves according to their particular 
geographical and social needs and make the most cost effective use of tax generated in Scotland. We 
should have ‘powers for a purpose’. These powers should enable the Scottish Parliament to create jobs 
and tackle inequality, it needs more than control over one or two taxes. It needs control over all of 
taxes, both personal and business. It needs control of key economic levers like employment policy. It 
needs control of welfare policy and the minimum wage. The package of powers that is agreed needs to 
reflect the fact that interactions between different powers matter as much as the individual powers 
themselves.  
 
I trust that you will consider my submission, as you have promised to consider all public submissions, 
and look forward to reading your recommendations.   
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 


